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EVERY THURSDAY 


X. GERRY BROWN, EDIT i 
THE EXPERIMENTAL SITTING WITH MRS. FAY 
BY EDWARD W. COX, SERJEANT-AT AW 
| HAVE read Mr. Crookes’ account this ve teresting 
scientific experiment, and confirm it V T, i 
am not sufficiently acquainted with electrical apparatus 


enabled to verify the sufficiency of test n 

the men of science present, who know it we i examines 
it with care, affirmed it to be perfect, and I can answer for 
that the indicator gave no sign of the slightest movement on 
the part of Mrs. Fay until she fainted in her air, and ther 
the fact was instantly shown to us by t i n of ther 
thus apparently confirming the accuracy of it previously But 
my present purpose is to direct attention to a most perplexing 
fact. 

Mr. Crookes states, in his excellent report, that the full 
form was seen by myself and another. It was s Wher 
my book was handed to me the curtain was opened to an 
extent that enabled me to see distinctly the itline of the 
figure by whom it was presented. It was the per 
Mrs. Fay—the hair, the face, the blue silk dress, the arms 
bare below the elbow, and pearl atn : At that 
moment the instrument gav » signal « in reak of 
contact with the wires her hands were grasping, and th 
appeared on the side of the curtain opposite to at where 
she had been seated, and distant at least eight feet from her 


chair, so that if it were taken down by herself she must have 
parted from the wires for the purpose. Yet did the 
no sign of broken contact. 
blue dress and the armlets when his book was handed to 
him; and neither of us named what we had seen to the 
other until after the sitting, so that they were distinct im- 
pressions upon each mind separately 

Here is the mystery, of which I should like to receive 
some rational explanation. Plainly the form was either Mrs, 
Fay herself or her double. But then the duplication of the 
dress is a grave difficulty. If her double and not herself, it 
goes far to support the suggestion 1 have made in another 
place, that the phenomena are produced by the spirit of the 
medium. But suppose it to have been herself, as I am 
strongly inclined to conclude, the question comes how the 
communication was maintained between the wires so as to 
exhibited no disturbance of contact. Can it be that her 
spiritarms (if 1 may be allowed to use the term) maintained 


betray 


Another witness also saw t 
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an@even five forn luced thr 


ship of a sin 


the power of mu 


man s} 


rit then possess 
t tely Of clothing itself 
with all sorts of garments? And of appearing indifferently 


48 man, woman, or child? And why, if this be so, does it 
invariably give a false account of itself? W hy does the spirit 
which in its normal state is truthful and sincere, become false 
and tricky as soon asit is disengaged from the body? It 
remains for those who put forward the hypothesis that the 
spirit of tbe medium is the sole agent in these manifestations, 
to account for these incongruities and seeming impossibilities 
On this hypothesis itis only the flesh that keeps us straight 
atall; the released spirit comes out in a new character, and 
‘my abandoned double’ is something more than a joke." 


SPIRITUAL 
STORY OF A TROUBLED SPIRIT. 


ITS APPEARANCE, AND HOW IT WAS REMOVED.—EXPFERI 
ENCE OF A MEDIUM.—A REMARKABLE SEANCE WITH MR 


HOME.—ABNORMAL MOVEMENT OF SOLID OBJECTS 


l A paper read by Mr. W. H. Harrison before the Dalston, 
Eng. Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, narrating 
bis early experiences in the investigation of the subject, he 
tells the following, concerning a troubled spirit :— 

One night, a little before or after the close of the year 1868, 


a fierce storm blew over London, which rocked even small 
1 


houses to their fou re wind, after speeding over 


] Beckenham, caught the houses 


the flat, open country roun 
there with such violence as to blow in several of the windows 
some of the windows in the tower of Mr. Varley's house 


were thus shattered Mr. Varley was traveling on the 


Continent at the time. Mrs. Varley and some of the servants 

got up and did the best they could to stop out the wind by 

means of shutters and boards, after which Mrs. Varley's 

maid and a new cook resolved that they would not go to bed 

again, so lighted a fire in the kitchen, and sat up waiting for 

daybreak; the rest of the servants and Mrs. Varley returned 
The new cook 


two, and had not entered it above half an hour before she 


to bed had only been in the house a day or 
learned that her new master and mistress were Spiritualists, 
upon which she said to the other servants that she wished she 
had known that before, for then she would not have taken 
service with such lynatics. 

On the stormy night in question, the new cook sat toasting 
her knees by the kitchen fire, when she looked round and 
saw what she at first thought to be Mrs. Varley's maid play- 
ing tricks with a white sheet over her head, for a woman was 
standing in the doorway ; but on gazing more attentively she 
found that this woman was clad in dirty white robes, she had 
dark evil-looking eyes, in one hand she held a staff, and in 
the other a wreath of immortelles, and her feet did not touch 


the ground. As soon as the cook obtained a fair look at this | 


unexpected visitor she rolled off the chair on to the carpet 
and went into a fitof screaming and crying, with her heels 
kicking op the floor. The noise soon brought Mrs. Varley 
and some of the servants down to see what was the matter ; 
they did what they could to compose her, and when she 
began to calm down she gave them the information that she 
had seen a ghost Mrs. Varley told her that "it was alj 
nonsense, that it must be fancy, and that only superstitious 
people believed in ghosts." This was rather a peculiar 
statement to be made by a medium ; it did not quiet the poor 
girl, who went off in another fit of crying, and did so occa- 
sionally during the whole of the next day ; in fact, her nerves 
were thoroughly unstrung, and it was with difficulty that she 
could be persuaded to remain in the house; after a few days 
had elapsed, however, the serious impression gradually wore 
off. 

A few days after this incident, Mrs. Varley was walking 
upstairs, and saw the same woman standing on the top of the 


first landing. She grew nervous, and thought, “Well, 1 don't | attitade of supplication. 


like your appearance,” so she turned back and went into the 
drawing-room, after which she thought that it was foolish of 
her as a medium to be afraid of a spirit. 


One of the younger | 


servants afterwards saw the same apparition, and later still | 


Mrs. Varley saw the woman standing one night in one corner 
of her bedroom; she then walked up to the apparition with a 
candle in ber hand, and the woman vanished. On another 
occasion she was walking from one room to another, across 


: i | 
de Ra with cae of her nephews; the hall was lighted,by | “I know it was very foolish of me to be afraid of her, 


| Mrs. Varley, “but I prayed for her, and I did all I could for 


gas; a slap came upon her back, which they both heard, and 

which she felt; she turned round sharply, but there was no 

one there, and she exclaimed, “Oh, it's that woman!” By 

this time everybody in the house was getting nervous. It 

was plain that some low spirit was haunting the place, and 

the servants began to talk about giving warning. | 
A REMARKABLE SEANCE WITH MR. HOME. 


Just at this time, one Sunday afternoon, ] went to Fleet. 
wood House, and Mrs. Varley said she would have telegrapbed 
for me had I not have come, for Mr. Home was there and she 
wished me to have a seance with him, and no strangers pre- | 
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sent. This was the first occasion on which ] ever met Mr 
Home in private; for some time previously, 1 believe, he had 
been on the Continent. He proposed that a seance should be 
held in the evening, and as accounts had been published of 
the wonderful things he had done in the way of handling red 


hot coals, and putting a red-hot coal on Mr. S. C. Hall's head 


without burning him, the servants were instructed to make a 
large fire of coal and coke in the nursery, in which our usual 
seances were held ; to that room we all adjourned aíter tea 
MOVE WITHOUT BEING TOUCHED 
] table, which had a top of about one yard 
a central stem which brancl 
o € bottom [he sitters nsisted of 
Mrs. Varley, her ma who was a medium, tw« f her rela 
tives, Mr. Home, and myself A threedight chandelier was 
led over the table, so there was plenty of light, althoug 
t down al et stat | The 
an swing I t the end of à 
it rested upon one 1 pper edge 
the air, rocked from side to side, so that the amount of 
inclination of the top of the table to the plane of the horizon 
was about 45° Some cream-laid note paper which had 
een placed upon it, on wh to write down any messages 
whic given, began to slide down the inclined surface 
of the rocking table, when Mr. Home said to the 
you stop that paper from sliding Two raps came 
able ur “perhay | try 
paper appeared to be is. if by an invi- 


sible finger, the table 


paper swinging also, and apparently. fixed to the table by one 
corner. Then | said, "Can you take it up the table against 
the force of gravitation Two raps again signified that they 


would try, and after a short pause, the cream-laid note paper 


ot or more up the inclined surface of 


was seen traveling a f I 


the polished table, under the eyes of all six persons present. 

This is one of the prettiest examples of the abnormal 
movement of a solid object without contact with any human 
being, that 1 have ever seen. 


REMOVING A TROUBLESOME SPIRIT 


Mr. Home next passed into the trance state, rose from his 
seat, and went to a corner of the room, then he bent his arm, 
and appeared to be talking to some invisible person leaning 
upon it, with whom he walked across the room to the door. 
He opened the door and we could see into the passage out- 
side for a gas-light was burning there. A thought flashed 
upon the mind of Mrs. Varley, for she exclaimed, *Oh, I 
know what he's doing, he is turning out that woman." He 
then went down on his knees in the open doorway, with his 
face towards the passage, in an attitude of prayer, then he 
kissed his hand and waved it once or twice as if signalling 
somebody to depart, after which he rose from the ground, 
After he had ad- 
vanced two or three yards from the door, three loud raps 


closed the door, and walked towards us. 


came from its surface ; this seemed to startle him in his som- 
nambulic state. He paused as if listening, returned to the 
door, opened it, and again went down on his knees in an 
Once more he kissed his’ hands, 
closed the door, came towards us, but again did the three raps 
greet our ears. Once more he returned to the door and 
prayed; he also placed his finger upon his lips, pointing 
towards Mrs. Varley with the other hand, and shaking his 
head as much as to say, ^You must not go near her again." 
Then he closed the door, and all was quiet. On returning to 
his seat he said to Mrs. Varley, while he was still entranced 
“She has gone now, and she will never trouble you again." 
" said 


her." *That made her all the more sympathetic, and gave her 
more power to keep near you, but we have promised to give 
her what she wants, and she will never trouble you again. * 
“But who was she?" said Mrs. Varley. “Well, she was a 


| poor woman who broke one of Nature's laws by committing 


suicide, and those who break the laws of Nature must pay 
the penalty. She thought that by coming to this house she 
could get an opportunity of communicating with her friends." 

The troubled spirit of the woman was never seen in Mr. 
Varley's house afterwards. 


SPIRITUAL 


PHOTOGRAPHING. INVISIBLE OBJECT 


FROM THE "REVUE SPIRITE," OF MARCH 
My Dear Monsieur Leymarte,—On the 15th of t r LI 
my familiar spirit begged me to go to Buguet's on W« 
eleven o'clock, desiring, so.it asserted, to do som g 
me in broad daylight ipur fixed I ar at Buguet 
with the medium, not knowing what was to take T M 
2 was that it would be a'materializat v fa 
t to give me her portrait l k pir Wha 
we to do The spirit repli throug m« , "Bugu 
will pose you as usua sefore c« g, Buguet said t 
the spirit, “Have you anything to say t í A 
“T shall be able to come very we to-day, a h 
beautiful present to my good J 
am adorning my hea I ) 1 W 
was ready, ] sat Eh« rati I 
went down to develop the negative What wa 
ment at finding no appearance on the i the 1 
li inde N ) was there no s 
ind tbe table on w h l1 was E 4 I 
to have made an appearane« We ask E ' 
the cause of this Answer: *Because what we w 
offer our good Julien—Clarita and 1— was not f 
materialized, and ] oóstructed the light fore ti , nt 
so that nothiug should appear We ar working a 
moment to finish our present “Will t t t be rea 
at the moment of my pose Yes 
Ihe operation was finished, and at the n ( that Bu 
guet put on the cap, there fell from the roof of the gl d 
chamber, touching my head in its í a heau cr ‘ 
exquisite flowers, fifty centimetres in diameter [Ihe spirit 
had thrown it on me as soon as the sitting was over. On the 
development of the plate, 1 obtained a magntficent proof of 
the presence of my familiar Sp er hair is floating ar 


she carries her beautiful crown in her h I hav: had the 


model which she left me photogra 


ist. This | 
materialized by the spirit, was held near my head during t 


resting case, in this sense; eautiful crown was 


sitting, and yet was not seen byany one. 2nd. This crown, 
not being ready at my first sitting, the spirit shut out the light 
entirely, so has to hinder the reproduction of tbe objects 


placed in front of the lens; which fact, I ima 


an only 


be conceived to have taken place through the light bein 


excluded by an opaque body.— While awa time wher 


they may please to enlighten us, let us be content to admire 


E , 


the power accorded by God to superior spirits 
I have since found that the present was this fine í 


hand a beautiful 


the spirit, she holding in 


crown of real 


flowers, which she left for me at partis ind wi I shal 
I 

always preserve 

Feeling sure that this fact will interest you, I hasten t 
impart it, leaving you the liberty of publishing it if you think 
fit—CowrE DE BuLLET, Paris, Feb. r9th, Hote c 
Rue Scribe 

A CURIOUS CASI 

|" THE Bozeman (Montana Ter.) Times, appears t following 

report ol a committee whose duties are fully set forti 


its opening paragraph 


“The Committee which was requested by M 


his house and examine into the condition of his little bo 
who was said to have swallowed a pin, and which, by spirit 
influence, was to make its appearance at à. certair spot i 
cated by Mr. Mounts, within the period. of three weeks, « 
in the early part of the present month examine the child It 
found the child to all appearances, healthy. Called again or 
Sunday. r4th inst, at the house of Mr kins, where th« 
child was; found some slight eruptions on the skin, anc 


pressure on the place caused pain. Callec 


igain Wednesday, 
17th, found the child spot 


fretful and rest The sí 


of g at that time a 
red surface, about the size of the palm of the 


still 


less 


indicated as the exit. plac« the pin havir 


hand, such as 


might be produced by a mustard plaster; the child seemed to 


be in more pain than at former visits; did not see any indica 


tions of pin coming out. Early on the morning of the roth, 
were called to witness the extraction of the pin, as we were 


informed it would come out between the hours of eight and 


nine A. M. At that time there was a slight opening at the 
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t y i st ca - uly oi g 
enomena s i Z America a I 
general names of à ing" a spir gs 
cing I w know g Í mes sm 
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‘ to s e firs E ty my retu me 
|» exan 9 se matters It s t € pe JU i 
ight to state for twenty-five ars, | had bee i 
SKU tu > existence i ete uma > 
a gences, a that ] never for a mom 
plate that arvels related by Sp sts 
ally f 1 have now change y 
s sim} y the e of evidence It is trom r 
i al | ive gi $s € si 
t onging lor et Al existence ave c 
belie facts w ender this highly t the t 
actually prove it At least three times within the last twe 
five vears, | hav à ace death as imminent or probable 
“ n à few rs, and what I felt on those occasions, was at 
st a gx melancholy at the thought of quitting this wos 
der ' cautiful e to enter on a. sleep which mig 
know no wak In a { ordinary health, ] did not fer 
even this i w that the great problem of consc xis 
ence was one beyond man's grasp, and this fact alone gave 


some hope, that existence might be independent ot the organ 


ized bod y | came to the inquiry, therefore, utterly unbiassec 
e ih that my belief could not 
affect the reality, and with an ingrained prejudice against even 


such a word which 1 


by hopes or fears, bec 


cw 


as “spirit, have hardly yet overcome 


[WOO he ak 
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the manner they were received. They were entirely different 
styles of writing. The bit of pencil became lost on the 
carpet. Another was furnished, and still another later in the 
évening. None were larger than a small pea. When the last 
one had disappeared, one of the party suggested that the 
"Tne recently published alleged exposure of the mediums spirit had it. The question was asked. There came three 
I ~N ee cs en : decer raps different from the ordinary sort, as if made by some 

“Dr.” Slade and “Dr.” Mansfield, in New York, will have pointed instrument. Yes, they had the pencil. Very well, 
been read by many other investigators of the phenomena of we would see. The slate was placed in position, and soon we 
Spiritualism, so-called, with varying degrees of interest or heard the sound of writing as before, and we also had the 
amusement, according to the extent and charactér of their messages just the same. The medium's left hand, during this 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


AN INVESTIGATOR'S EXPERIENCE. 


BY AN "OCCASIONAL" NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT. 


researches. 

1 iti ich i ym ively > s 1 E 
Of slate writing, which is a comparatively new phase Of Slate), with three or four other hands, and his right on top of 

H į , P iy ^ » “irc ce r : n 

mediumship, | have witnessed pene na under circumstances | the table. After that we had slate writing repeatedly without 

so different from those related in most of the accounts I have | pencil, and on subsequent evenings we did not pretend to 

read, that I think it possible some others might be interested supply any pencil points to the invisibles, the writing coming 

in a general description of them. I will relate, to begin with, | iust the same. On the evening named I asked the spirits if 
H nf ind r had ; » : 

the first of that kind of performance I had ever seen. It tliey would be kind enough to return the bits of pencil they 

was last summer, in a private family residing in a quiet, shaded | had borrowed, Th rapped “Yes.” We cautiously put the 

1 city Th h d fu ge J 1 P t 

street pa tai city. There were three of us—a gentleman, his slate under the table, and hearing a slight clicking noise, 

wife, and myself. The gentlem n, Mr. A I will call him, withdrew it, and upon it was one of the little fragments. At 

is what the Spiritualists would call a strong medium. After) nearly the same moment Miss C——, who sat at my right 

sitting at a light stand a few minutes, we Had raps, little taps, with her head resting on her hand, her elbow on the table 

insignificant in sound, but frequent. The gas was turned made a sudden exclamation, She said something had 

down a little. The question was asked if they would write dropped into her open sleeve. Upon examination she soon 

The | üye lat f pen- |e ; a3 z 4 
on the slate. They rapped “yes A slate and a hit of pen- found another bit of pencil. The third one they did not see 
cil were procured, the slate being made perfectly clean. It gt to return. 


performance, was on the under side of the slate (a small 


was held under the stand, Mr. A—— holding one side and 1 Our circles at this place, which opened with phenomena of 
^ f pencil betwe : : 

the other. The fragment of pencil was between theslate and  scch a peculiar character, were quite abruptly terminated by 

the top of the table. The raps faintly continued, and after the refusal of W———to sit any more as a medium. He said 


a while, much to our astonishment we distinctly heard the it might not be the work of the devil, but it was “ raising 
sound of writing on the slate. It was entirely deliberate and | the d 
distinct enough to be heard all over the room. The sound is In the meantime, | prosecuted my inquiries through the 
familiar to ail who read and write. It is not easy to imagine mediumship of Mr. A——. I wish I were at liberty to relate 
that it could be successfully counterfeited under such circum- | his name and his street number. The location is in one oí 
stances. After a minute the noise ceased, and three raps the most respectable streets in this city. The phenomena I 
indicated that it was ready to be looked at. We took the | have witnessed there have had comparatively little of such 
slate to the light. I must admit that I was as greatly per.|marvellous phases as have been reported from Slade's 
plexed at what I saw as I should have been had the slate held or Foster's, but they have been under entirely different cir- 
a message from my great grandmother. There was not à cumstances. | know the medium so well, that he has neither 
mark to be seen. There was notevena slight scratch, nor the motive nor the will to deceive me, that the manifestations 
was there anything obliterated either by dry rubbing or have been, to me, of a very extraordinary nature, I will not 
moisture. The experience was repeated several times that pretend to relate them in detail. I have no desire either to 
evening. Getting to expect it, we would ask before taking bore people with the narration, nor expectation of convincing 
out the slate, “Have you written anything we can read?"|any one, and I might add, no special desire to. Writing 


' with his sleeping hours. 


*No," would be rapped in reply. There came after a while upon the slate through Mr. A——’s mediumship I may have 
visible marks but no writing; and finally when the usual witnessed a hundred times, and say seventy of them without 
question was asked, the answer was rapped “Yes,” and upon a pencil. I have never met, besides Mrs. A——, but two or 


looking at the slate there was traced upon it the first name of three different persons at our seances; usually but one other 
a lady who had been well-known before her death to both Mr. Mrs. A was often absent írom the circle, sewing in 
and Mrs. A——. I have related this as showing the growth another apartment. There was light enough in the room 
and development of slate-writing under extraordinary circum- where we sat to distinguish objects and define the forms 
stances, from sound in the beginning, to actual, visible writing and outline of things distinctly. One evening, |] remember 
well, while he held the slate above the table he seemed to 
He divested the slate 


at the conclusion. 

I think it was a few days later that I sat one evening ina pass into an unconscious condition. 
private circle of four or five persons at a residence in Degraw of its cheap frame, and then handled the slate in a remarkable 
Street, near Court Street. There was no paid medium 
present. That there was no cheating I could not as posi. tween his two hands. I sat at the stand with some misgivings: 
, but I can | I was very nervous regarding my face and head momentarily 
swear I do not believe there was. The medium for the most expecting to see the slate fly off at a tangent and lay one of 
powerful manifestations was Mr. W———-, whose daily pursuits | us on his back. But it didn't. After, perhaps, two minutes 
were of a commercial character in New York. He was of this, Mr. A suddenly threw himself back in his chair 
reluctant to sit in the circle, because its effect upon him, he | until his face looked straight upward. With both hands, one 
said, was to make him wakeful until a late hour, and when he on each side of it, he held the slate further over, near the 
did finally fall asleep, there was no awaking him by ordinary back of his neck. Then the room was perfectly still, excep? 
appeals for at least ten hours. A young lady at the table was /Ae sound of writing, which being concluded, he swung the 
a Miss C——, and there was also Mrs. F——, both medium- slate fiercely through the air, almost to the surface of the 
istic. These were sometimes absent, and so we knew W table, and then carefully dropped it. Taking itto the light, 
wasthe medium. Here we had raps in considerable force, we found writigg in a fine hand, like that of a lady, and as 
and a promise of slate writing. One of the party went out unlike Mr. A 's natural writing as it could well be, and 
and purchased a new slate and pencil It was used in a there were four or five lines of it, evenly separated, but 
manner similar to that mentioned already. We all held our | written across one corner of tbe slate, and quite up in the 
hands upon the under side of it, pressing it against the table. corner. In the intervals, while the slate was being examined 
The room was partially darkened. The bit of pencil was for messages, different influences purporting to be spirits 
supplied. The writing was soon produced. The slate would would seek to manifest through his person by voice and 
be violently pushed from one side to the other despite our manner. Some were seemingly weak, some strong; some 
protesting pressure, and sometimes flirted Suddenly into the native, some foreign born. Oa two or three occasions | have 
Tap of one and again another. There were written messages heard Mr. A—— talk in a language, and with an accent, that 
that evening, short and comparatively insignificant, except in | was obviously French, although he knows no language but 


manner, causing it to flutter and vibrate with rapidity be- 


tively swear as in the case of Mr. and Mrs. A 
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the English. There isa novelty about these written com 
munications on the slate beyond the manner they were 


received. Some of them were well written and well spelled 


Others, ostensibly from persons known to write and spell well 


n their lifetimes, were very poorly presented indeed. On one 
occasion I saw Mr, A.- arise from the table after “mag 
netizing" his slate, a standing midwa the apartment 
extend the slate upward at an ahgle, holding it between t 
thumb and fingers of his r ha ft hand. exten 
ehind him, and | this affairs I ha 

riling on th I have r s I ca 
room holding the slate in i 
behind him, and the sound of w 
held to the ear of the er w ` 
myself And wher there ecine t Dav 
to cover the slate, he resun s scat W 
what had been writter T} ite w 
both sides, except this sentence Ih fr 

As 1 would never have believed what I have related « 
happen in suc ı manner, without seeing it, I canr reasor 
ably expect another to, but it is as real to me as anyt g 


as ever happened to me | would like to ask any intelligent 
and candid person this question If he should witness a 
precisely similar occurrence in an apartment he was familiar 


with, only three persons, all told, in the room, and in a light 


where the medium and his surroundings were vis 


hands as far apart as he could hold them and one hol 


elieve that the sound of writing on the slate 


slate, would he 
was done by trickery If, afterwards, he found intelligen 


coupled with that sound, would he not be forced to conclude 


that, however slight the intelligence, it was either of this 


world or the next? If of this world, who contributed it 


Was it a man or woman in the street, or in an adjacent house 
or town, and one unconscious of the act How did he or 
she convey the mess and know when to time it with the 
scratching on the slate, an í rt that. scrat nto 

telligible writing lf it was not done by me one in this 


world, was it not necessarily done by some one in another 


world These are the conclusions driven to if it was not 
trickery I have met those who have told me they would 
t believe the best friend they had on earth who related 


such an experience as this except to believe that that friend 


was deceived—humbugged. Of course such pe are lineal 


decendants of Thomas the first historical do There 
was no chance for sliding panels, for confederates, no motive 
for cheating of any kind, no chance to cheat. ] have de 
scribed how the slate was-held. Who could write upon it 
under such circumstances The most “ square way t 
seems to me, for a skeptic to get out of his dilemma is to say 
promptly he don’t believe it ever happened as tol But 1 


will take a solemn oath that it did 


NEWTON'S DISCOVERIES 
AU truths had to undergo a period of rejection. Newton's 
4 discoveries were long utterly rejected by astronomers, and 
even in his own university of Cambridge, into which they 
actually got admission by a device of the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, who, as it were by stealth, introduced them in the form 
of notes to the Cartesien text-book used by the tutors in the 
colleges. Great astronomers and mathematicians, such as 
Cassini and Maraldi, calculated the paths of comets on imag 
inary hypotheses long after Halley had constructed, on the 
principles of Newton, tables, by which the motions of all 
comets that ever have appeared, or can appe 
easily deduced. Voltaire remarks that, although Newton lived 


might be 


almost forty years after the publication of his great discoveries 
he had not twenty followers out of England at the time of his 
death. Some great philosophers of the time died in perfect 
ignorance of Newton's doctrine. The Rev. Dr. Chalmers 
says of it, “Authority scowled upon it, taste was disgusted 
with it, and fashion was ashamed of iL." Newton expressed 
his deliberate opinion that cohesion, light, heat, electricity 
and the communication of the brain with the muscles, were 
allto be referred to one and the same cause—an ether or 


spiritus which pervades all bodies. When we remember 
Newton's prediction, that the diamond would be found to be 
combustible, that the earth was between five and six times its 
weight of water, and other predictions which have proved 
correct, we feel something like a presentiment that the above 
opinion may prove as true. 
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PPIRIT TEACHINGS. 


bs following communications recently 


don Spiritual having beer ver r ediu 
of a gentleman in pr fe, wh ^ 
ne to be publishes M f the r th« imes, 
prove i € t ` g | i 
wW g wer L| Mt $ sc 
dnas Í ap e : H 
t rg ex uta i 
t s se € t s r ^ 
g 1 Í 1 
i exte 5l Tea Tu Ihe ating 
are each g a 
fully These ta i ses knov 
t s have i 
art ir rhe à ^ E i 
g itellige € uwa 
A st f E € 
The conditions, t gh s i 
" be well advised to prepar alwa 
tally and bodily, for communion As we 1 efore sa 
that we cannot operate when the “ly isoverloa ^ 
so now we say, that à system ’ weak is 
favorable for our purposes. We ate t e s 
he vital powers by neglect of due food any more than we 
countenance gluttony and drunkenness. We preach the mea 
n all things where it is knowable Ascetici f 
gence are the extremes which are evil in th That 
s the mean for each which y 
play whilst it leaves the mental faculties i a - 
cited A clear, active undepressed yet unexcited mind we ask 
for, and a body whose powers are gorous ar 
excess efect of the pacity. Ea TI g 
by the exercise of a ju ous self-control, to render 
tter fitted both for his work on earth, a also for rece g 
iction from those who are sent to minister t 1 I 
ts ot i le are tr wis à : 
of body an W ^ 
the € Ji are a f L à v 
what suits i wants cing br d * àl 
conta Ea i ar s s ^ 
tor 
it is part 1 nt teac elig 
as we as of tl E Wt claim to i à 
the due are of the y is an ess a 
wogress of the soul So long as spirit is pris t 
earth ly through the avenues of which it finds its « 1 
on the plane of matter, it is essential that vou care intelligently 
for that body, lest it react on the spirit and affect it in »us 


Yet it is only in rare cases that intelligent discrimination is 


exercised with regard to food and clothing. and the habits 


life which have so great an effect on spirit. The artificial 
state of existence which prevails, the ignorance wit spe 
to all or nearly all that influences hea ev s habits of 
excess that are so nearly universal, these are all bars ar 


hindrances to true spiritual life 

Touching the matters on which you question, we remind 
you that we have many times said that we take the knowledge 
already existing in the mind, refine and spiritualize it, and 


b 


that which is 


build upon it as a foundation, only rejecting 
noxious and wntrue. We deal with old opinions, as Jesus 
dealt with the Jewish law. He apparently abrogated the letter 
while he gave to the spirit a newer and nobler meaning. We 
do the same with the opinions and dogmas of modern Chris 
tianityas He did with the dicta of the Mosaic law, and the 
glosses of Pharisaical and Rabbinical orthodoxy. Even as 
He proclaimed the truth, true for all ages, that the letter might 
well be dispensed with, so that the spirit were retained ; so do 
we, in words drawn from your own teachings, say to you that 
the letter kills, but the spirit gives life. Rigid adherence to 
the strict letter of the law is quite compatible with, say, 
usually leads to, neglect of the true spirit. The man who 
begins by observing scrupulously the minutia of the ritual 
law ends by becoming the proud, arrogant, unlovely Pharisee, 
whose religion is swallowed up by his theology, and who yet 
can thank God that he is notlike other men. 
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COMMON SENSE 


Tus BANNER OF LiGHT.—"This is, pecuniarily, the most 1 


successful Spiritual journal in the world. It was built up by 
the untiring labor and sacrifices of that noble man, William 
White ; and, once established, it has been easy to keep it at 
the head of Spiritual publications. Itis in some respects a 
credit to the cause ; though not as liberal in its views nor as 

enerous in its treatment of co-workers as could be desired 
5 co-workers we do not mean mediums and speakers, for its 
conductors have always been conscious that the mediums and the 
paper could be mutually helpful. 1t is the interest of the paper 
to be the friend of ifs friends. But workers for the cause who 
might come into competition with the Banner, however slight 
have never been cordially welcomed as co-laborers. One of 
tbe best Spiritual papers in the United States, Te Spiritual 
Scientist, is printed at the very door of the Banner office, vet 
its existence is not acknowledged in its columns Other 
papers, doing good work, each in its own way, for the cause 
the Sanner makes money out of, struggle along without a 
helping word from this firmly established journal Perhaps 
this is good policy, in a pecuniary point of view, but it is not 
becoming in a journal which professes to have such great love 
for the cause of truth Common Sense 


The above is taken from "Common Sense" of San 


Francisco, the only Spiritual and Reform journal on 


the Pacific coast. We appreciate the kind feeling that 
prompts this truthful article; we copy it as a valuable 
and interesting commentary on the spirituality of the 
Spiritual Press. Letour readers determine which two 
are Spiritual papers out of these mentioned ; let them 
decide, what true Spiritualism would require of each. 

Our Brother must not forget that the journal, he so 
justly criticizes however, was projected and directed by 
a "band of spirits." He must be ignorant of the fact 
that its editor is a truly spiritual man,—one whose face, 
indicative of a peaceful mind, is always wreathed in 
smiles; whose gentle presence throws so calm an influence 
upon all who come within its radius that the earnest and 
true friends of this "spiritual" organ are numbered by 
thousands throughout the civilized world. Ah! it is so 
sweet to listen to stories of his gentle kindness, of his 
ministry among mediums, of the many expressions of 
good will which he breaths forth upon the co-workers in 
Spiritualism. It is truly affecting to hear him refer to 
that good man who has gone before ; and above all, we 
must not omit areference to the grace which character- 
izes his movements ; his courteous and gentlemanly de 
meanor at all times, alike towards strangers and friends. 
Allow Aim, then, to be the judge, Brother, of what is a 
*spiritual paper." Let ws toil on, each in our respective 
spheres of work, and with such a dazzling model before 
us, may we be successful in attracting tà eaf aid, those 
influences which. shall conspire for our success, and at 
last raise us to that height, where this truly genial, holy, 


charitable, man, will deign to accept us as worthy of his 


notice and encouragement, Remember its motto “What- 


ever is, 15 right,” and deduc e therefrom the inference 


that we are right And do not deceive yourself with the 
notion, that a journal with 15,0 circulation makes any 
money, or is worth any onus You know from ex- 
perience that you lose money on printing 3,000 ; therefore 

BE you would lose five times as much as you would 
SE on 3, is'nt that a. spiritual way to calculate ? 
Why, we have known a journal having very near as large 
a circulation as this, to estimate on the value of types, 
appurtenances &c, and then make this amount a basis 


f settlement with other partners or their heirs, and then 
I 


Brother, in your reference the pecuniary situation of the 
Banner of Light vou must have forgotten that one of its pro 
prietors is a partner in a successful Variety Theatre in this 
city, and is therefore, ainply able to sustain a journal strug 
gling with a large circulation, and managed by a "band of 


spirits" in the interest of Spiritualism 


Ir SEEMS to us that Spiritualists have tumbled into the 
fashion of always preaching harmony, forgetting that 
perhaps it would be well to remove all disturbing ele- 
ments by mutual explanations. We mean for instance, 
that some busy-body, will report to some medium, that 


this-that-or-the-other And 


some other medium sai 
that medium No. 1, when meeting medium No. 2, does 
not ask No. 1, "did you say this?" But on the contrary, 
fashionable expressions are indulged in. and the hidden 
wound does not show itself. We hope that the time will 
come, when mediums wil! meet for general discussion, 
and mutual improvement ; when experiences will be com- 
pared, and advice asked, given, and taken ; when, M one 
s more clear-seeing than the other, that faults or infirm- 
ities will be pointed out in a spiritual manner, and spirit 
love and encouragement be extended to correct, 
remove, or improve, this condition. Hasten the day 
when this end shall have been reached ; for mediums 
have more power to unite Spiritualists than all the 
theories and lectures that can be preached 


SpriRrrTUALISTS neglect their duty, if they do not avail 


themselves of every opportunity to furnish mediums in 
private life with the best information concerning proper 
development. They are springing up in every section of 
the country and in all localities. Societies also should 
give their attention to this matter and consider the best 


means of disseminating the needed information 


Do wor act upon the advice of the spirits in opposi- 
tion to your own convictions, or the dic tates of common 


sense. In the first place the messaj are all colored 


before they reach you by the channel through which they 
pass ; in the second, the *spirits who have the most con- 
trolover common matter, are not always good or intelli- 
gent. Mr. Koons, who had the most wonderful of the 
early physical manifestations in America, was brought to 
ruin and disgrace by allowing the spirits to control his 
business affairs. It is said that Rev. J. Murry Spear 
suffered much by blindly attempting to make machinery 
under their instructions. Dr, Dee, the astrologer of the 
days of Queen Elizabeth, was ruined in mind and body 
through following advice, or rather “orders” given by 
spirits through the medium Kelly, and could we remove 
the veilfrom private life, deplorable instances of the 
shipwreck of the happiness of families from the same 
cause could be given much nearer the present time. If 
spirits come to destroy our individuality and indepen- 
dence, and to make us blind tools in their hands, their 


mission must be a bad one A high spirit, in or out of 
the body, would say that he had no right to govern any 
other spirit, or to do more than to give advice ; men 


- 
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have enough to do to be responsible for their own lives The Spiritualists in that vicinity, tead of preaching | É 2 
and actions, without being responsible for the deeds of denouncing the ı ement, went fo wor ‘ E E * 
obe! persons to make a e. after ! 
g to their ew i so that it wil 
not apply to i H T - ^ 
ABOUT MEDIUMS : i i 
t it I M t å t t ^ Te e [4 
AT 4 soiree of the National Association of 5 tua v bert d P 
ists, in London, Mrs. t | L. V. Tappan passe 
trance state, à sa I RE a 
Friends : We take the t sion to sa i few w 
which. perhaps, n e deemec ro ite at Í À : 
Tem ; thel 
social gathering never . 
consider in connect wit € great ' Í 
It is a a ums i the rf i l ; 
id vance he ca t ear [he r : 3 
of the ç Í that th eas ' table € 
I they can come for information on Spiritualisn ) Í " " ^ 
objects of this Ass ation is, that there alway t “AMERICAN Spre UA M n re 68. 0f t 
mediums protected for the sole purpose of irrving í í i merit 1 ireful per fron rt T ^ 
werits à í ul pe i i I í 
p verse with the spirit world Thus far vou have no commur s ntribate bva foreien te = Pn z, 
with the world of spirits without the intervention of a medium tinguished social position $ 
you will, therefore, understand the value of what we are 
i i " 
saying, and it is needful that in some manner the best gifts want the Divine Element There is t : 
shall be cultivated [Ihe complaint is made repeatedly | of the tri Spiritual in us We should ! l 2 
^ Í ; tn. 5 t aW. ' 
that mediums used for tests are not always reliable: make consecrated to 5 ulism and w T 5 
them reliable, place them above all temptation to fraud, make because we have not consecrated eles to Spir 
them understand that one genuine manifestation is better than 15M The I ion of Spiritualism will grow 
our 5 rnest rnd so tru that the te i 
nine hundred and ninety-nine wonders that cannot be well i ` ea 1 rut à ni Ey 
authenticated. Let all who have those gifts be so protected ii Miss Li Dot 
with the sympathy, and the encouragement, and the where 
A CEASE repeating the time-worn-out words, “Spiritualists 
withal to exist, that there shall not be the temptation to I "s - i , 
in't te," and declare that the tendency of Spiritual 
imitate falsely any exhibition of spirit power. Mediums are EE is of H I f s 
ism is to unite a in the bonds o uma! í 
human beings; if you go upon ‘Chang who will stand the 
severe test of the application of the golden rule take the THE ARCHBISHOP OF TOULOUSE ON SPIRITISM 
motto on Christian temples and ly it to the ¢ lives of : - = Me . "e" 
s i t i t "e ! 
the devotees within, who will s T es »0 unless i 
ERA OURNA ha y discusse the te ' f the 
mediums are endowed w morn ver esist te : 
. : indate of the Archbishop of T e' we here give 
tion, is it to be wondered at if they sometimes simulate s 
i extract w h recapitulates t sentiments of this pastor t 
manifestations which cannot b® obtained in other ways : n 
hiet ' is taken from The National of February roth, 1875 
There should be a centre to which Spiritualists all over the I À . 
. . R T r shop of Tou se ack wledges w Í 
world should look, for the highest and best authenticate ^ 
z " s the mysticism of the Spiritists comes y nf npetition 
forms of spiritual truth, and where spiritual powers are z 
wW C. athoil m e ar 
sacredly preserved Whatever spiritual gift anybody may 
r He then demonstrates that Spiritis falls under the 
have, that gift is worthy of preservation, because it ma 
: inat us of the « ! 
satisty some min which otherwise w not Ave cen i 
st t ise Spiritism sults the souls of the ea - 
satished of the reality of the atter life Our appeal now to - : E J 
f ir king them, as es Cat sm. if t v are the 
you ts to protect your mediums, t ound them with proper 5 
: : t of eternal * . gt í they s im 
sympathy, for some of them spe ieu ives In. constan, " 
toil, in battling with adversity » endi the i : 
ecause Ca " st ; E 
sneer of the skeptic, and if they have no sympathy fron 
A supernatural: a very other doctrine can ret 
2 Spiritualists, can scarcely be expected t vw above all k Is 
of temptation. See to it then that the best influences sur ; u^ E "n 
LL suse the Spirit of God reveals itself to Cat " 
round those who, by their sensitiveness, ie organs of | 
a mly : an cause f the evocat s f Sí tism t t 
communication between the two worlds, and see to it that the n 
seances of conjur they are satanic evocations mn ' 
avenues between the two worlds be kept free from stigma - 
with demons 
Be true. Guard well the sacred and priceless gift which is 8 : 
n ith ccau rivate reve at re I va : t 
given to you ; if it should convince but one soul that there is tni 4 - Mea 
ertihed by the Churc! guarantee y the ita 
a life beyond, it is worth every misfortune you may have t (e 3 
of the Church 
endure It is more especially on behalf of the indig an " : 1 
$4 sth. Because Spiritism borders on Idi ry 
infirm that we speak to-night; since some of your kind ladies | : ~ 
“r 6th. Because Spiritism produces hallucinat and se 
are interesting themselves in one instance, why not establish ~ 
the frequent result of Spiritist practice is a sort of g ess, 
a fund for the benefit of those who, having spent the best E 
and TE] ions 
years of their lives in advancing Spiritualism, cannot support 
t 7 E. th. Because the partisans of the Spiritist es t 
themselves. We offer this as a suggestion, To mediums A i 
> i admit that lam is the sole ather of t 
t we say, “Guard well the evidence you possess of spirit ; 
' Sth. Because S does not a eterna 
mower i Í 
I punishment of hell that ration 
] ; ] 1 , nd the severity of ^ | proportion to th 
EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS - "- y ew p e 
‘ ' R | a faults committed d 
‘BenoLp ! how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren n 
E oth. Because Spiritisi that all religions ar 
to dwell together in unity ' i " 
6 n the sight of God, man solely by the purity of 
his heart 


Tuere could be no better key-note of action at the 
present time than the opening sentence in the first clause 
of the basis for organizing the American Spiritual Insti 


toth. Because Spiritism affirms that the ind 


d isa law contrary to nature, 


the conjugal bon 


` , r rcum r > livore w be € t 

tute. It says, “Tue Time Has COME certain circumstances divorce might be a necessity 
- And Monseigneur, the Archbishop of Toulouse, concludes 
thus: ‘Let us bern the books that treat on Spiritism Let 


À Tue Supervisors of San Francisco had “passed to 
print" an ordinance imposing upon mediums and spirit 
artists a tax of fifty dollars per quarter for a city license 


us never listen, on subjects of faith, to the voice of any other 


society thar the Church 
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PitstoricaL AND PHILOSOPHICAL 


SPIRITUALISM AND EPILEPSY. 
E the various attempts to solve the mystery of what 
4 is generally called “spiritual manifestations,” is one by 
Mr. Francis Gerry Fairfield of New York, who considers them 


ons of epile 
stage of their development. In his book, recently | 


D. Applet 


Mediums,” he accepts as genuine every class 


allas morbid manifestat 


1 & Co., under the title of “Ten Years with Spiritua 
phenomena 


y by believers in what is called 


attributed to 


the spiritual p 


and other apparent exhibitions of | 


spoken communications, more t and intelligible 
phantom hands and form 1 voices, and even 
the prevision and foretel events, with all the rest that 


is most marvellous and mysterious in the claims of Spiritual 


ists. In short, he admits a great deal more than is satisfac 


and we are inclined to 


torily accounted for by his own theory 
think that if the world believed in all'the “facts” which he 
reports a$ authentic and conclusively verified, it would be far 
more likely to become converted to the spiritual theory than 
the theory of epilepsy 

Mr. Fairfield appears to have enjoyed large opportunities 
for studying the phenomena with which he deals, and his own 
observations have led him to accept the testimony of others 
on this subject much more readily than it is accepted by the 
ordinary unbeliever. - At all events, there is hardly anything 
of the marvellous and apparently supernatural that he does 
not admit as actually occurring, and attempt to account for on 
scientific ground as the result of nervous disorder in the 
person called the medium. He does not treat the phenomena 
as in any way a delusion subjective to the person morbidly 
affected, but actual, objective facts as clearly perceptible to 
healthy third persons as to the victims of the epileptic malady 

To make his theory intelligible, it is necessary to state some 
of his general conclusions. In the first place, he regards the 
phenomena pertaining to mesmerism, those of Spiritualism, 
and those avowedly belonging to morbid psychology, as the 
same in their nature and origin. He finds no pathological 
difference in the trances incident to mesmerism, Spiritualism 
and epilepsy or catelepsy. He discovers an aura or atmos. 
phere surrounding the patient subject to epileptic derange 
ment, which partakes more or less of a mental or physical 
character, according to the temperament of the patient, or the 
nature of the nervousor cerebral lesion from which he is 
suffering. Within this aura, in the case of mediums of strong 
vital temperament, great physical power may be extended 
without muscular contact, as in table-tipping or the moving of 
beavy objects; and in mediums of more cephalic tempera- 
ment, clairvoyance, spirit-seeing etc., may result. This aura 
is more or less subject to the volition of the medium ; it is 
susceptible to transformation into luminous clouds and may 
take the form of a spectral hand or face, or even a full form ; 
and it enters into such intimate relations with the nervous or- 
ganisms of other persons than the medium, that it may trans- 
mit to the mind of the latter, what is known or remembered 
by theformer. These are, in general terms the conclusions 
reached by Mr. Fairfield, which he undertakes to support by 
the facts observed in his own investigations and those of 
others. 

The impression received from a careful reading of the book 
without any opportunity for scientific verification or refutation, 
is that the writer assumes too much, and far more than he 
satisfactorily accounts for. Even in cases where it appears 
reasonable enough to suppose that the manifestations are the 
result of nervous disorder, he does not make the connection 
between the effect and its cause very clear; and in other 
cases it is impossible to see any connection or relation 
whatever between the phenomena and the alleged nervous 
disorder and even the existence of the latter seems to be a 
matter of assumption. We suspect that Mr. Fairfield, like 
other amateur scientists, has been rather superficial in his 
study, both of the facts which he undertakes to aecount for 
of the morbid conditions from which he concludes that 
spring, and that he reaches his conclusions by easy 
jumps, rather than minute and laborous tracing of each fact to 


FE 


its origin, or following of each nervous state to its conse- 
quences. There is a vagueness and incompleteness about 
the presentation of the subject, which gives ground for this 
suspicion. If we were to sum uo the faults of the book, we 
should say that it admits altogether too much in the way of 


manifestations, that it assumes too much for its theory, and 


then that it attempts to bring the two together, and show that 
> theory accounts for all the facts, by an utterly insufficient 
and unsatisfactory course of reasoning 
Pe js if the facts could be sifted down to actual occur 
re es, a then traced s« to their or instead ot 
eing used to ort a pre mceived theory, many of the 
wou be fo to originate in nervous disorder At all 
events, this is an interesting study, and some credit is « to 
eld for what he has done in the way of suggestion 
scientific investigations [here are two objects 


ht to be attained, in view of the present wide spread 


he claims’ of Spiritualism ; first, it should be ascer 


"d whether any or all, and if any and aot all, how many of 


the alleged manifestations are real ; secondly, they shov ld, if 


and the actual truth as to their 


possible, be accounted f 


in established on incontrovertible grounds This has 
come to beasubject not for sneers ór scorn, but for earnest, 


careful and patient investigation Boston Daily Globe 


AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM 
BY « 

W' read in the “Spiritual Scientist" March 11, 1875, in an 

article taken from the “London Spiritualist,” that our 
brethren in England are watching our present disturbed and 
unhappy state, and suggest a National organization like their 
own, in order to hold the ground thus far gained. They are 
under the impression that the trouble arises solely from the 
dishonorableness of some notorious mediums, and the attacks 
of Dr. Beard, and do not know that the evil has a deeper 
seat, and springs from the rottenness of the « hief supports of 
the institution itself The question of organizing, has been 


agitated on various sides, but. it presents almost insurmount- 


alle difficulties The first pe tobe considered would be to 
ascertain how far the various and independent sentiments, 
opinions, and beliefs of so widely scattered a multitude, as 
Spiritualism claims as its own, could be made so sufficiently to 
chime, as to unite its members into a regular brotherhood. 
A large number of professed Spiritualists might be called 
orthodoxy Christians, and hold with Dr. E. Crowell, that 
Modern Spiritualism is identical with “Primitive Christianity,” 
an equally large portion are free thinkers, and go to the 
furthest limits of independent thought; a third, care for 
neither, and are simply Spiritualists on a phenomenal basis. 
To bring these three successfully into one, would almost 
prove the triumph of Christian charity, and to judge from 
present appearances, Christian charity, at least in this country 
is but a scarcely discernible speck on the far horizon of the 
movement. But practice makes perfect, and if all three 
would but exercise the Golden Rule, as far as human infirmity 
will allow, there might be an association formed, approxima- 
ting a true brotherhood, which might make a beginning in the 
good works we are confident it is intended to generate. 
Scattered as we now are, we present to the world a spectacle 
not unlike what we suppose must have been the undisciplined 
army of the first crusaders, under the honest and well-mean- 
ing “Peter the Hermit.” The good tidings we would fain 
sow on infidel ground, is the “Procf Palpable of Immortality,” 
and we are no doubt as earnest in this undertaking as the 
zealous Christians of the middle age ; but, like them also, we 
have in our ranks, large numbers who make the main 
object a secondary one, and their private interests the chief 


one. We have leaders who hope to earn in the expedition, 


fame and glory ; mediums, who wish above all, to make money 
and but very few Peters, who preach the matter for its own 
precious sake. This however, is human nature, and is the 
case with all societies, Christian and Pagan, and with all 
undertakings. The evil, since we must call the shadow by 
that name, is however, like all evils, but an apparent obstacle 
to our progress. If we looked upon the dark side of Nature 
through the light of the Gospel, we would be less eager to 
pull out tares, than sow plenty of generous grain. The tares 
take up all too great a share of our attention, and too great a 


= 
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portion of our time Evil, in itself is death, and rest n its 
relation with good, but on a question of degrees ; the greatest 


evil greatest negation ; but with a certain 3 


,t 
that brings it into use like the corruption whi 


manure and which we make use of to enrich our fields 


rhe Spiritualist$ of France, are united 1 
ever be the peculiarity of their opinion, € 
them from the Spiritualists of England ‘ 
present to the eyes of the world, a little 
evangelica n life and s« the r 
spect. We hail this littl Kardiecians the more, as 
a country where extremes | ever clashed, where spirit 
life was always smothered by the despotism of the ¢ T 
Rome or the despotism of science ; they may be lik 
prove the little | of mustard see inder whose sheltering 
tree France may find a refuge in the future The gr Í 

has been so saturated with the blood of martyr 
Cevennois have so fer 
it with thei , that it ought t ( r 
vests, and show to the future generation, the tr dittere 
betwee “the letter that killet} l the rit that maket 
alive 

In England, to judge from the tone of it rs, t 
ment presents an equally hopeful appearance al gnif 
attitude equally free from s 
arrogance, and stamped more sightedne 
and common sense by which, over a ther nations the | 
glish are distinguished 

In Germany, the little flock that commenced so moderate] 
ina remote corner of Hungary, to set the Gospel in act 
and in patient silence worked itself into a ir g 
nized by the State, and endi 1 with r eges 


offers a truly touching examp f whata handful of sincere 


l 
minded Christians may accomplish. What thirty years of 


religious warfare were not wholly able to bring about, namely, 


n 


the establishment of Protestant churches in Austria, 


twentf-three years ago, the writer of this, living there in that 
part of Germany, had occasion to lament the crouching con- 
dition of Protestantism in not being allowed to build churches 
and obliged to content itself with obscure halls for the exer 
cise of its religious services ;—what so much bloodshed and 
theological discussions could not acce 
obscure Spiritualists have secured by 
and zealous labor. If we are to kn 


surely this ought tobe a true sign, 


from wrong 
} 


The next best step to a false or a wrohg one, is a modest 
Mea Culpa, a sincere repentance, and determination to mend 
matters. If we but honestly examine our course, we must 
confess that we, fully deserve the overwhelmning reproaches of 


both the clergy and the men of scier 


ourselves criminal in the eves of the first, by the desecrat 


ofholy things, supporting and encourag false mediums 
compromising with fraud of every kind, in short, making of 


Spiritual phenomena a scandalous debauchery; and in tl 
eyes of the second, we have made ourselves perfectly ridic 
lous by our extreme credulity, our jumping at the most absurd 
conclusions, our silly childishness in running to every Marios 
ettes-shows which unscrupulous adventurers took occasion t 
palm off on Spiritualism ; all of which mistakes, become truly 
criminal when a just cause is thereby injured or endangered 
One of the principal tenets of Spiritualism holds that our 
lives are intimately interwoven, that human nature is one man 
and that if one member transgresses the law the whole body 
must necessarily be made to suffer therefrom directly or in 
directly. Both the religious and the philosophical tendency 
of Spiritualism, claims to be of a reforming character, to 
redress; to raise the fallen, not by rhetoric, but by active 
charity ; in short, to act out the Sermon on the Mount ; and 
what greater contradiction to this doctrine could there be than 
thé course we have pursued. We are scattered over the land 
like lost sheep without a shepherd to guide, and still less a 
dog to protect, and wolves howling all round. To be sure the 
«hurch is ready to take us in. She says, “I have here a nice 
warm fold for you—plenty of guides and protectors ; give up 
your silly notions of spirit communion, of spirit manifestations, 
clairvoyance, magnetic cures and the like, and come and eat 
at our bountiful table." But the rich fare of the church gives 
us the dyspepsia. We look through history, both sacred and 
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for the pinnacle Plato with his chr . 
paved the way to the higher Revelation as Alex : 
nquests the East ared the minds for the aposties of 
We do not want a paper that for smartness à 
intellect can out-Kant, Kant, or out Leibnitz Le ut a 


paper that will give us first of all bread—the typical loaves 
wherewith Christ fed the hungry multitude in the wilderness 
Whether this Christ was the truly begotten Se f the Most 
High, or a mere man, or a superior medium, or a great os 
opher isa comparative unimportance. What we know for 
certain through all the means we have for knowing is, that be 
gave, and gives us still, whenever we are hungry for it, the 
bread and water of life without which we cannot subsist 
The sick are not hungry ; their depraved appetite craves al 
sorts of unwholesome stimulants and injurious dainties 
Science and philosophy are very excellent things in their way 


Such are Cayenne pepper and mustard ; but our 
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would fare badly if we made these good things our principal 
diet. 

The true physician will first create a healthy appetite for 
bread and water, and this appetite can be induced by provid 
ing the right intellectual physic, and a subsequent wholesome 
diet. We hope that the Spiritualists of this country will 
made to see their present necessities, and that they have th 


cause sufficiently at heart to take active measures towards 


meeting them 


LONGFELLOW'S INSPIRATION 


gpeume the Harbinger of Light, (Melbourne) Australi 
Mr. James F. Fields, says. “Influx from the Spiritual 


and the various 


world is universal, 
the phenomena of the sensible or 
births from that migt 
sight, yet immediately contiguous to our own 
effects. I extract an 
Longfellow's ‘Psalm of Life.’ T 
morning in 1838, as the poet sat be 
small table in the corner of his chamber, in Ca 


productior 


natural world : 


ty theatre of causation, lyi 


interesting account ol 


scene is al 


we 


poem was a voice from his inmost hearty and he kept it so 


time in manuscript, unwilling to part with it. It expressed 


his own feelings at that time, when he was rallying from the 
lee; poem in his 


1 of taking the 


affliction, and he hid the 
own heart for many months. He 
stanza, ‘Art is long, and time is fleeting,’ from Bishop's poem, 
but I happen to know that was not in his mind, and that t! 

thought came to him with as much freshness and originality, 
as if nothing had been written before "T! is a Reaper 


depression of a « 
was accuse 


vere 
whose name is Death,’ crystallized at once, without an effort, 
in his mind, and he wrote 
tears as he composed it 
posed as the poet looked on 
evening, exactly suggestive of the poem 


*The Light of the Stars," was com 


The moon, a little 


strip of silver, was just setting behind Mount Auburn, and 


Mars was blazing in the south. That fine ballad, ‘The 
Wreck of the Hesperus,’ was written in 1842. A violent 
storm had occurred the night before. As he sat smoking his 


pipe about midnight by the fire, the wreck Hesperus, came 
sailing into his mind. He went to bed, but the poem had 
seized him, and he could not sleep. 
the promptings of his inspiration, and that thrilling and beau 
tiful ballad 
lines, but by whole stanzas, hardly causir 
flowing without let or hindrance. ‘The clock was striking 


He arose, and followed 


is the resu It « not come into his mind by 


r him 


an effort, 


three,” he said, ‘when | finished the last stanza. 


THE PROPOSED SPIRITUAL TEMPLE 
THE SPIRITUALISTS' CONVENTION.—REPORT OF THE COM 
MITTEE.—THE AMERICAN SPIRITUAL INSTITUTE. 


Ta second session of the Spiritualists’ Convention was 


held Sunday afternoon last, H. S. Williams officiating as 
president, and E. Gerry Brown as secretary. The Tempo 
rary Executive Board submitted the following : 

The “Executive Board” appointed by the convention of 
Spiritualists at Rochester Hall, Sunday, April 4, 1875, “to 
draw up a plan of organization, procure signatures, and do 
such other work as may advance the movement,” offer the 
following as a partial report, and recommend its adoption as a 
basis for organization. 

Recognizing the fact, that we can work together in harmony 
and attain success only as we are agreed in the fundamental 
principles from which our actions spring, we believe:— 

First. That the time has come, to test, in a practical 
manner, the disposition of Spiritualists to co-operate for the 
scientific investigation of the spiritual phenomena and the 
intelligent promulgation of its philosophy. 

Second. That this must be done upon a financial basis; as 
all experience, in founding institutions for Scientific, Religious 
or Benevolent purposes, demonstrates that, as with Commer 
cial Institutions, success depends upon the possession of 
material wealth. 

"Third. We therefore propose to build an edifice in the 
City of Boston, that shall be alike creditable to the dignity 

im e of the Movement, the enterprise of Spirit- 
walists, and thereby add to the number of publie buildings 
that are justly considered ornaments to the city: 

For this purpose, and also, for mutual aid and improve- 
ment; and to furnish facilities for the education and develop 
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ment of sensitives or mediums; and to promote the study 
of Pneumatology and Psychology ind to aid students and 
inquirers in their researches, by i g at thei S| ul the 
means of syst nve ito the now r ed 
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resear al i rect attenti the tł 
ge of these re calculat x 
at I r i W 
t tor As ek 1 
A INSTI i 
i 1 t ' re hat ar to 
b i rof t Ass ' ha sig 1 e 
isis, or and 1 i isan 
l i ul f f ON OLLA ind tha ) ani y 
W TWENTY D A nt fe 
E nit I t r € I€ | it w I € Inar I 
shall be s ribe rr tered, they constitute a 
for th e y ( officers. adoption of 
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ole €T ect and relerred to previous etforts. 
H. I read the charter obtained some two years 
(re for edu and | ( purposes The General 
Corporation Act, referring to ligious Associations, was 
read by the Secretary Dr. Storer offered à few suggestions 
n favor of the plar I subscription flowed in rapidly, and 
at close of t! f the new Association ered 
ove € ght mern rs 
n 5 ialists’ | r ced as t! 
their € g sess “Shall W 
€ This was virtually a continuation of the 
meetiug The sam en ism was manifested 
thirty additional names subscribed. Remarks were 
made by Dr. Storer, A. E. Carpenter, Mrs. Albertson, Mr be 
Plum E. W. Locke, Miss Lizzie Doten, and J. H. Rhodes 


Notes ano Notices. 


A cory of the Spiritual Scientist will be sent to any address 
in the United States for twelve months, on pre-payment of two 
dollars and a half. As it is highly desirable that copies should 
be distributed gratuitonsly in quarters where they are likely to 
have a beneficial effect, donations to that purpose will be 


ull 


thankfully accepted 

FRIENDS in the various parts of the country will oblige the 
editor by forwarding to him newspapers issued in their respec- 
tive localities that may happen to contain any matter likely to 
prove interesting to Spiritualists, or in which statements may 
have appeared of an incorrect character—a very common oc- 
currence—regarding Spiritualism. The paragraphs to which 
attention is called should be marked to save trouble. 


Let seven harmonious minds form a circle in their desire to 
obtain the higher knowledge of spirit-life ; when this is dete» 
mined, appoint a Secretary to record the communications 
given, and it will be found that there are seven attendant 
spirits whose names will be given ; these names will reveal 
the character and quality of the controling spirits who are 
representatives of some human quality ot intelligence and 
affection. If those who are seeking interior truths relating to 
the human *pirit will adopt this course, they will be richly 
rewarded—so says an English writer 
every Sunday at 

Paine Memorial 
Seats tree 


Tug PEOPLE'S SPIRITUAL MEETING; 
2 1-2 and 7 1-2, P. M., at Investigator Hall, 
Building, Appleton Street, near Tremont 
Boston SriRITUALISTS UNION, hold meetings, on Sunday 
Trance addresses, 
At Rochester 


evenings; exercises of a varied character 
on questions proposed for consideration, &c 
Hall 554 Washington Street. 

Tue “Science of Spiritualism,” in pamphlet form, is now 
ready and for sale at this office. Single copies are sold at 
five cents each; and fifty or more at three cents each, 

Joux A. ANprew HarL. Mrs. S. A. Floyd, lectures under 
control Sunday afternoon and evening at John A. Andrew 
Hall, corner of Chaunc y and Essex streets, 

CHILDRENS PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM, meets every Sunday 
forenoon at Rochester Hall, 554 Washington Street. The 
public are cordially invited. Visitors will find the exercises 
interesting and entertaining in their nature. 

J. J. Morse is at Lynn, Mass., during the month of April. 
Hecan be addressed, care of Mr A. Bushby, No. 7 Tudor 
Street. 
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mediums of some sort, and by forming a 
spirit-circle these gifts may be cultivated, 
Ample instructions for conducting the 
spirit-circle may be found on another page 
but the most important thing to observe 
is a proper attitude of mind on the part of 
the investigator. Mrs. Tappan, in one of 
her fnspirational orations has said: “The 
true key to spiritual investigation is sin 
cerity, candor, a willingness to receive the 
truth; no simple probing or penetrating 
inquisitiveness will answer, no curiosity 
that seeks for mere mental sensation, 
nothing that seeks to augment the individ- 
ualopinion upon any individual subject. 
You should go about this investigation 
with the mind free from influence upon 
this subject. Letit be as free as the air, 
as clear as water, as transparent also as 
light and life ; and then each minute vibra- 
tion of the spiritual world may reach you ; 
whether it be upon your own mind 
upon the mind of another, you will be able 
distinctly and positively to determine." 
AT THE CIRCLE. 


As hand in hand we sit and sing, 
M tic currents run 


Twixt Heaven and Earth to make the ring 


That weds two worlds in one. 


GERALD MASSEY. 


WHERE ARE THE DEAD? 
Yes, friend, where are they? 


to bring comfort 
You know how 
and where 


again. 


or 


Where 


are those loved and dear ones who have 
passed from your mortal sight? You alone 


perhaps knew how hard and bitter the | 
parting was, with hardly a gleam of hope 
to = sorrowing heart. 
doubtful it seemed when 
‘ou would meet that loved one 
“Where are they?” is ever the 
burden of your cry, but it has met with no | 
response. “Where are they?” Why with | 


their own—and still posess the 
loves ‘and affections for those 
left behind. The met! 
tion will be found described in 


column. 


REST FOR THE WEARY 

No mortal lives who does not yearn for 
the spiritual; who losing a iriend, does 
not long for some positive evidence ol im 
mortality and the reappearing. What be 
seeching at the gates of heaven! 

In the effort to supply the fainting pil- 
grims,*the popular church digs up old 
dead roots from Judean dirt for food 
They give a serpent for a fish. Hence 


almost everybody is sick—weary—wreck 
ed in hope—bewildered in darkness 

But there is a rest. At the inspiration- 
al fonts of pure Spiritualism is rest for the 
weary. They who have felt the magnetic 
currents of spirit-life coursing in body and 
mind, drinking deep at the springs « f God 
do enter into rest. And what a rest! How 
unspeakable—how ineffable—how full of 
glory, is this rest of soul! 


SPIRITUALISM TRUE 
How do we prove this? You enter any 
court of justice to take human evidence, 
to assemble a certain number of witnesses, 
three of whom shall be acknowledged as 


| wholly unreliable—wholly untruthful ; you 
| examine these 
their unreliableness, they shall each sepa- 
| rately confirm each other's statements; 

and this is evidence which no court of 
| civilization can reject—evidence which for 


separately, and despite | 


hundreds of years has been accepted as | 


testimony in all courts of judicature. Now 
enlarge upon your position ; let your three 
witnesses be truthful; the fact that they 
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& Afterwards the question should be pot, " Az 
we sitting in the nght order to get the best mas festa- 
^" Probably some members of the cede will 
to change seats with each other and rhe 
will be afterwards strengthened. Neat ask, 
sthe medium? " Whee spires come acsert 
themselves to be related or Known to anybody 


A well-chosen quesione shouid bo pet to test 
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xy have ali tbe virtues and all the Gulings of sperm 
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9 A powerful physical medium is usually a persoa 
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Spiritualism, 


The Identity 
of Primitive Christianity 


Modern Spiritualism. 


BY EUGENE CROWELL. M.D. 


One large Octavo Volume, handsomely printed and 
bound in cloth. Price, 83.75. 


DupscaTion.— To all liberal minds in the Christia 
Churches who arr disposed to welcome new light upoa 
the spirituality of the Buble, even though it may pro 
coed an unorthodox source, and who dare weigh 
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